
Nancy Gruskin’s Object Lessons : A Curatorial Journey 

 

Concord Art’s upcoming exhibition, Object Lessons, is curated by Nancy Gruskin, a Concord-based 

artist who primarily works in painting, collage, and sculpture. Her work has been exhibited in galleries 

in New York City, Boston, and Seattle. Gruskin received her B.A. in Art History and Studio Art from 

Connecticut College in 1990 and her Ph.D. in Art History from Boston University in 1998. We 

interviewed Gruskin on her artistic background and curatorial journey. 

 

On view from June 12 to August 10, Object Lessons focuses on the application of objects and 

vessels in artwork. Gruskin reflects, “They play an obvious role in still life paintings, but I was also 

interested in how such objects show up in art in other ways.” Gruskin’s inspiration for the show came 

from her own studio interests and newfound attention paid towards objects in her paintings, collages, 

and drawings. Gruskin writes, “I’m attracted to vessels because of their variety in shape and surface 

decoration, but also because they remind me of museum collections of pottery and other objects.” 

Gruskin thinks of her work as “a display case of art and artifacts,” each piece making an individual 

statement on the whole.  

 

Gruskin’s background as an art historian turned artist helped to create a different curatorial process 

from most. Gruskin notes, “My art history background gives me a good understanding of how still life 

as a genre has evolved over time. The artist in me loves that I don’t have to always think about 

historical context… That’s really liberating.” Gruskin’s favorite part of the curatorial process is being 

able to visit artists in their studios and learning about each individual artist’s process and workspace. 

When asked about her professional path as a curator/artist, Gruskin responded, “The entire path has 

been a big twist… I never really thought that I'd spend my days painting and teaching. Now I can't 

imagine doing anything else.” 

 


